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Potential name of proposed ACEC: Wassen-Vincent 
Legal description of proposed ACEC: All BLM lands in sections T21S, R10W, sections 12, 13, 24, 25; T21S, R9W, sections 3, 7-10, 14, 15, and 17-23. The area encompasses parts of the Wassen Creek and Vincent Creek drainages in the Smith River Basin, just south of the Smith River Falls area. 
Estimated size of proposed ACEC: 9,210 acres.
Map of proposed ACEC is attached. 

General Statement of Introduction:

The Wassen-Vincent proposed ACEC contains late-seral and old-growth habitat which are rare and fragmented in the Coast Range. The area contains key habitat for coho salmon and steelhead, sea-run cutthroat trout and Pacific lamprey. 

The area meets ACEC eligibility criteria, as defined below, and it does require special management attention to protect its important and relevant values. This status is needed to protect the area’s late-seral and old-growth habitat from inappropriate logging practices (allowed in the matrix under the Northwest Forest Plan) that would degrade or destroy these special values.

Relevance: The area meets the relevance eligibility as follows:
1. A significant historic, cultural, or scenic value (including but not limited to rare or sensitive archeological resources and religious or cultural resource important to Native Americans). 

The Wassen-Vincent area provides a scenic backdrop for people traveling along the Smith River, camping at the nearby Smith River Falls or Vincent Creek campgrounds, or fishing in the rivers and streams in the area. The significant tourist economy that helps sustain communities of the Coast Range (as well as Eugene/Springfield and Reedsport) depends on scenic beauty to attract visitors to the rivers, falls, trails, the surrounding forest, and its communities. Protecting the scenic values of the Wassen-Vincent area from logging, mining, and OHVs is essential to the local economy and quality of life.
2. A fish and wildlife resource (including but not limited to habitat for endangered, sensitive or threatened species, or habitat essential for maintaining species diversity). 

The proposed ACEC is designated critical habitat for the Northern spotted owl. New information about threats to the Northern spotted owl, such as competition from the barred owl and the spread of West Nile Virus, make the area even more relevant and important.

The Wassen-Vincent area contains key watersheds for coho salmon and steelhead. Wassen Creek is a Tier 1 Key Watershed and contains important spawning and rearing habitat for coho salmon and steelhead. Vincent Creek is also an important spawning and rearing area for coho and steelhead. Both Vincent and Wassen Creeks provide habitat for sea-run cutthroat trout and Pacific lamprey as well. 

3. A natural process or system (including but not limited to endangered, sensitive, or threatened plant species; rare, endemic, or relic plants or plant communities which are terrestrial, aquatic, or riparian; or rare geological features). 

The Wassen-Vincent area contains several pockets of late-seral and old growth (LS/OG) habitat which are rare and fragmented in the Coast Range. These pockets occur along the Wassen Creek watershed and on the unnamed tributary of Vincent Creek located at T21S, R9W, section 21.

The BLM lands in the Wassen-Vincent ACEC are contiguous with Siuslaw NF lands to the west that also provide LS/OG habitat. LS/OG habitat is rare in the Coast Range and keeping larger, contiguous blocks of this habitat is important for a wide variety of species that depend on it. Fortunately, this proposed ACEC offers an exemplary opportunity to help preserve a very large contiguous block of relatively unfragmented forests with low road density. The roadless map included with this nomination shows that some of the proposed ACEC is part of the 12,725 acre Wassen Creek roadless complex, which includes the Smith Umpqua Inventoried Roadless Area. In addition, there is another 12,720 acre unroaded area on Forest Service land just south of the Wassen drainage surrounding Deerhead Point, increasing the block of nearly contiguous forest habitat to about 25,000 acres. ACEC status for the Wassen-Vincent area will add to the functionality of this area as high quality fish and wildlife habitat.
Importance: The area meets the importance eligibility as follows:
1. Has more than locally significant qualities which give it special worth, consequence, meaning, distinctiveness, or cause for concern, especially compared to any similar resource. 

As described above, the area contains increasingly rare LS/OG forest habitat that benefits numerous fish species, and the threatened Marbled Murrelet and Northern spotted owl. This shrinking habitat makes the remaining blocks of habitat regionally significant for the survival of these species and of the functioning ecosystem type. 
2. Has qualities or circumstances that make it fragile, sensitive, rare, irreplaceable, exemplary, unique, endangered, threatened, or vulnerable to adverse change. 
The area has significant habitat and connectivity value – especially in the context of the checkerboard ownership pattern in the area. Fragmentation is a significant contributor to loss of habitat and water quality. This larger block (in context with adjacent Forest Service land) deserves protection from further fragmentation to preserve its unique values described above.

The high water quality and important fish habitat provided by the Wassen Creek Key Watershed are fragile and irreplaceable. They are also potentially threatened by management actions allowed on both public and private land nearby, such as heavy logging. To protect these important watershed qualities, the area must be given ACEC status with very restricted management allowed.

In addition, the area contains very low road density, as described above and shown on the enclosed map. Large unroaded areas provide valuable natural resource attributes that must be protected. These include: water quality; healthy soils; fish and wildlife refugia; centers for dispersal, recolonization, and restoration of adjacent disturbed sites; reference sites for research; non-motorized, low-impact recreation; carbon sequestration; refugia that are relatively less at-risk from noxious weeds and other invasive non-native species, and many other significant values. These values are rare in the regional landscape, and threatened by and vulnerable to management such as logging and road-building. 
3. Has been recognized as warranting protection in order to satisfy national priority concerns or to carry out the mandates of Federal Land Management and Practices Act (FLMPA). 

Most of the Wassen-Vincent proposed ACEC is classified under the Northwest Forest Plan as a Tier 1 Key Watershed. Key Watersheds were designated because they provide high quality fish habitat and water quality, and were set aside with the priority of restoring the historic fisheries that characterize the Pacific Northwest. Management in Key Watersheds must be consistent with maintaining and restoring high quality water and habitat. 

The proposed ACEC is also designated Critical Habitat for two federally-listed bird species - Northern spotted owl and Marbled Murrelet - under the Endangered Species Act. Critical Habitat areas are prioritized for promoting the recovery of threatened or endangered species. Any management in these areas must not degrade this habitat, but promote its recovery and quality. 

Management Recommendations for the ACEC:

The proposed area requires special management attention to protect its important and relevant values. We recommend this area be closed to all mineral entry and most timber harvest. 

Timber harvest in the area must be carefully and explicitly defined in order to protect the area’s relevant and important qualities from inappropriate logging practices allowed under the Northwest Forest Plan that would degrade or destroy them. Guidelines for harvest should ensure a restoration-only objective. The legacy of past timber harvest on both public and private lands in the area has removed functionality of the mature and old-growth forest ecosystem. The BLM should not be doing anything that would push the ecosystem farther from the natural range of variability. In special areas like the Wassen-Vincent ACEC especially, management should focus on thinning dense young plantations to help develop diverse, resilient forests like those found in the nearby large roadless areas. 

We further recommend the area be closed to OHV use. Operation of OHVs off of open roads would degrade the roadless and low-road-density values in the area, spread noxious weeds, and negatively impact sensitive species in the area. Other, more appropriate areas, can and should be designated for OHV use.
O&C Act Consistency Determination
This area is part of the revested O&C lands. O&C Act does not prohibit the BLM from adopting ACECs such as this one. When one considers the total suite of legal mandates that BLM must meet (ESA, CWA, CAA, FLPMA, O&C Act, MBTA, NHPA, etc) BLM is not just allowed but required to manage areas like this to provide conservation of listed species, provide high quality air and water, enhance community stability, protect watersheds, provide favorable conditions of water flow, provide recreation facilities, etc.

Of particular note, the BLM should view the protection and restoration of a fully functioning forest and aquatic ecosystems as the BEST way to promote community economic stability and contribute to Oregon’s economy.[
] Resumption of logging that resembles the destructive practices of the past will destabilize communities and depress Oregon’s quality of life and Oregon’s economy. The intense public controversy of continuing or resuming more aggressive logging practices will erode Oregon’s reputation as a destination for highly educated and highly motivated workers and the employers who seek them.
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